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OFFICE OF CURRENT INTELLIGENCE
¥l Augnust 1932

P CONMENT ON THE UEATH OF HURT SCHUSACHER

The death of Rurt Bchumscheyr, chairmasn &f ithe %gst Gerasn
Social Demeocrstic Party (8PD), removes a Litter foe aof Chanezl~
lor Adenauer and of ceriain imporitant Aserican oujectives in ¥vest
Germany. Uls succossor will simost cdrtainly be Erich Ollesbhmwer,
the Sleyesr-old vige~chalrman, who has had considoersble sxperi-
ence im ruaning the party during Schumacher’s illoesses as well
ag in patedidg up the intermal guarrels to which the latter was
largeiy indiffvreantt Under Ollephauer's less dymmwmic leadersbis
the party can e expecied to be suwch less intransigeant on ques-
tions like rearwament and cooperatior wiih the Vest.

The Party Comgress, now scheduled for late Septemnber, will
provably pot produce any significant forzsl changes in party poi-~
icies, but is likely to develop 2 gradusl imcresse in the indlu~-
enca of ‘he wmoderaies who desire to tone down opposition io Jer-
aan rearnament and Huropean unity moves. Consegquently, in the
period precediay the ervcial federsl election campaign, the par-
ty will give relatively more attention to demomtic issves, si-
thougbh wotl megleciing the Smsr problem. The Bocialists will con-
timue to say, slomg with oll other parties, thet vnificatdon of
Grermany is the pressing issue, but their declsratioms on this
matier cam be esxpected 10 bhe less extreme, since svem (llenhnuer
himpelf does not thiamk that vnificatior is posevbls ;.

Bebumacher's death asy also open the say to Socimlist par-
ticipatéon in s Federal coalition Government in the svent dhat:The
present cosxliiion is defented in the 1953 slecfions,
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